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TRAVEL DESTINATION 

HOW TO SPEND A PERFECT 
WEEKEND IN PORTLAND, OREGON 
In a city where “keep Portland weird” is the unofficial slogan and Portlandia is one of the 
main pop culture references associated with it, you’d expect some weirdness. But when you 
spend a long weekend in Portland, you’ll realize that the “weirdness” is all a part of the 
charm. This guide to spending 3 days in Portland will help you uncover the best things to do 
in Portland, Oregon, along with the best places to stay, eat, and drink. You’ll find everything 
from donut crawls to the tallest waterfall in Oregon, and everything in between. 

The snowy peak of Mt. Hood towers in the background over a city full of local artisans and 
entrepreneurs that have made Portland insanely easy to fall in love with. Walking along the 
Willamette River which flows through the center of the city, dividing downtown and the 
residential (but still cool!) areas to the east, you’ll probably think to yourself “I could totally 
see myself living here.” 

The only problem is that so does everyone else. 

We spent a month in Portland in early 2021 – which is definitely NOT the best time of year to 
visit Portland (more on when that is in a second), but we wanted to see Portland at its 
drizzliest. Because if you can’t handle Portland at its worst (a constant state of gray and 
drizzly), then you don’t deserve it at its best (16 hour days that are warm and sunny). We 
confirmed that we still love it, and that it’s at the top of our list of places to settle down, 
whenever that may happen.  

Portland is in a weird (see what I did there) state of flux – like an angsty teenager that is 
growing up as swarms of people flock to its effortless coolness, but doesn’t really want to. Or 
kind of like Peter Pan, I guess. It’s a fantastic city exactly because of those small local 
businesses and the surrounding culture of supporting them, and it would be a shame if it 
grew up too fast and lost that part of its personality. 

In this complete Portland city guide, you’re going to find our top recommendations for where 
to stay, play, eat, and drink, along with all the things you need to know to have a smooth and 
memorable trip to Portland. 

 


